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3. Commission to execute Martial Law, 1624.

James by the grace of God [&c.] to our trusty and well-beloved
the niayor of Dover for the time being [and nine others.] *

Whereas we are given to understand that of those troops and
companjes of soldiers, which arenow come together by our
commandment ._. ."at Dover or the places thereabouts in the
county of Kent, to the end to be from thence transported into
parts beyond the seas with all convenient speed, that many of
them are so disordered and disobedient to their commanders as
that they presume"^ commit divers outrages and with^ such
violencVas that the peace ot our said county is much disturbed,
au'drmany oi' our loving subjects put in fear of tneir lives and
have their houses and goods violently entered upon and taken2
away by force: We therefore, . . . out of our gracious care to
prevent the said disorders and outrages by suppressing them in
their beginning before they go too far, have . . . appointed you
to be our commissioners, and do by these presents give unto you
or any three or more of you full power in all places within our
said county of Kent, as well within the Cinque Ports or any
other liberty as without, to proceed according to the justice of
martial law Against such soldiers within any of our li&tsafore -
said fl-pfl ofopT dispolute persons joining with them as, during
such time as any of our said troops . . . shall remain there . . .,
shall within any the places or precincts aforesaid at any time
after the publication of this our commission commit any rob-
beries, felonies, mutinies or other outrages or misdemeanours
which by the martial law ought to be punished with death;
and by such summary course and order as is agreeable to mar-
tial a law and as is used in armies in time of war to proceed to
the trial and condemnation of such delinquents and offenders,
and them [to] cause to5e_executed and put to death according
to the law martial, for an example of terror to others . . .: to
which purpose our will aud pleasure is that you cause to be
erected such gallows or gibbets and in such places as you shall
think fit, and thereupon to cause the said offenders to be

1 Eight Knights and one Esquire.                     a ' taking,' in the roll.

3 'marshal!,' in the roll: cp. above, p. 154.